Marilyn Monroe Biography
Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962) Model, actress, singer and arguably one of the most famous women of the
twentieth century.
Marilyn Monroe
Monroe was born, Norma Jeane Mortenson, in June 1926. Her father was unknown and she was baptised as
Norma Jeane Baker; she spent many years in foster homes because of her family situation.

Monroe married Jimmy Dougherty, in 1942. When he left to the South Pacific to fight in the
Second world War, she joined a local munitions factory in Burbank, California. It was here that Marilyn got her
first big break. Photographer David Conover, was covering the munitions factory to show women at work. He
was struck by the beauty and photogenic nature of Norma, and he used her in many of her shots. This enabled
her to start a career as a model and she was soon featured on the front of many magazine covers.
1946 was a pivotal year for Marilyn, she divorced her young husband and changed her name from the boring
Norma Baker to the more glamorous Marilyn Monroe (after her grandma). She took drama lessons and got her
first movie contract with Twentieth Century Fox. Her first few films were low key, but, it gained her more
prominent roles in films such as All About Eve, Niagara and later Gentleman Prefer Blondes and How To
Marry A Millionaire.
By now these film roles had thrust her into the global limelight. She was an iconic figure of Hollywood glamour
and fashion. She was an epitome of sensuality, beauty and effervescence and was naturally photogenic. She
often found the trappings of fame difficult to deal with.
When you’re famous you kind of run into human nature in a raw kind of way. It stirs up envy, fame does.
People you run into feel that, well, who does she think she is, Marilyn Monroe? They feel fame gives them
some kind of privilege to walk up to you and say anything to you, of any kind of nature — and it won’t hurt
your feelings — like it’s happening to your clothes not you.
– Marilyn Monroe (A Life of the Actress, 1993)
In 1954, she married baseball star Joe DiMaggio, a friend of over two years. They were later to divorce, but
they remained close friends.
In her later career, she tried to move beyond the ‘blonde bombshell’ typecasting and set up her own movie
production. She was awarded a golden globe award for her role in ‘Some Like It Hot‘
Tragically, she died early from an overdose of barbiturates in 1962 aged just 36.

Abraham Lincoln Biography
“With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us
strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds…. “
– Abraham Lincoln
Abraham Lincoln was born Feb 12, 1809, in Hardin Country, Kentucky. His family upbringing was modest; his
parents from Virginia were neither wealthy or well known. At an early age, the young

Abraham lost his mother and his father moved away to Indiana. Abraham had to
work hard splitting logs and other manual labour. But, he also had a thirst for knowledge and worked very hard
to excel in his studies. This led him to become trained as a lawyer. He spent eight years working on the Illinois
court circuit; his ambition, drive and capacity for hard work were evident to all around him. He also had a good
sense of humour and was depreciating about his looks.
“If I were two-faced, would I be wearing this one?”
He married Mary Todd and had four children, although three died before reaching maturity.
As a lawyer, Abraham developed a great capacity for quick thinking and oratory. His interest in public issues
encouraged him to stand for public office. In 1854 he was elected to the House of Representatives and he tried
to gain nomination for the Senate in 1858. Although he lost this election, his debating skills caused him to
become well known within the Republican party. In particular, during this campaign he gave one of his best
remembered speeches.
A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure, permanently, half slave
and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved — I do not expect the house to fall — but I do expect it
will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest
the further spread of it, and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of
ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it forward, till it shall become lawful in all the States, old as well
as new — North as well as South (House Divided)
In this House divided speech, Lincoln gave a prophetic utterance to the potential for slavery to divide the nation.
The reputation he gained on the campaign trail caused him to be elected as Republican nominee for President in
1860.
The election of Lincoln as President in 1861, sparked the South to succeed from the North. Southern
independence sentiment had been growing for many years and the election of a president opposed to slavery
was the final straw. However, Lincoln resolutely opposed the breakaway of the South and so this led to the
American civil war. The civil war was much more costly than many people anticipated and at times Lincoln

appeared to be losing the support of the general population. But, he managed to keep the Republican party
together, stifling dissent by promoting the various Republican factions into the cabinet. Lincoln oversaw many
of the military aspects of the war and promoted the general Ulysses S Grant to oversee the northern forces.
Initially the war was primarily about succession and the survival of the Union, but as the war progressed
Lincoln increasingly made the issue of ending slavery paramount. To Lincoln, slavery was fundamentally
wrong.
“Whenever I hear anyone arguing for slavery, I feel a strong impulse to see it tried on him personally.”
On January 1, 1863, Lincoln issued his memorable Emancipation Proclamation that declared the freedom of
slaves within the Confederacy.
“… all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in
rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive
Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and
maintain the freedom of such persons,…” (Emancipation Proclamation)
Eventually, after four years of attrition, the Federal forces secured the surrender of the defeated south. Lincoln
had saved the union and also brought to head the end of slavery.
Dedicating the ceremony at Gettysburg on November 19, 1863, Lincoln declared:
“that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain–that this nation, under God, shall have a
new birth of freedom–and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the
earth.”
Lincoln was tragically assassinated by John Wilkes Booth, an actor on, April 14, 1865. He is widely regarded as
one of America’s most influential and important presidents. As well as saving the union, Lincoln was viewed as
embodying the ideals of honesty and integrity.

Biography Mother Teresa
Mother Teresa (1910-1997) was a Roman Catholic nun, who devoted her life to serving the poor and destitute
around the world. She spent many years in Calcutta, India where shed founded the Missionaries of Charity, a
religious congregation devoted to helping those in great need. In 1979, Mother Teresa was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize and has become a symbol of charitable selfless work. She was beatified in 2003, the first step on the
path to sainthood, within the Catholic church.
“It is not how much we do,
but how much love we put in the doing.
It is not how much we give,
but how much love we put in the giving.”
– Mother Teresa

Short Biography Mother Teresa

Mother Teresa was born, 1910, in Skopje, capital of the Republic of Macedonia.
Little is known about her early life, but at a young age she felt a calling to be a nun and serve through helping
the poor. At the age of 18 she was given permission to join a group of nuns in Ireland. After a few months of
training, with the Sisters of Loreto, she was then given permission to travel to India. She took her formal
religious vows in 1931, and chose to be named after St Therese of Lisieux – the patron saint of missionaries.
On her arrival in India, she began by working as a teacher, however the widespread poverty of Calcutta made a
deep impression on her; and this led to her starting a new order called “The Missionaries of Charity”. The
primary objective of this mission was to look after people, who nobody else was prepared to look after. Mother
Teresa felt that serving others was a key principle of the teachings of Jesus Christ. She often mentioned the
saying of Jesus,
“Whatever you do to the least of my brethren, you do it to me.”
As Mother Teresa said herself:
“Love cannot remain by itself — it has no meaning. Love has to be put into action, and that action is service .” –
Mother Teresa

She experienced two particularly traumatic periods in Calcutta. The first was the
Bengal famine of 1943 and the second was the Hindu/Muslim violence in 1946 – before the partition of India.
In 1948, she left the convent to live full time amongst the poorest of Calcutta. She chose to wear a white Indian
Sari, with blue trimmings – out of respect for the traditional Indian dress. For many years, Mother Teresa and a
small band of fellow nuns survived on minimal income and food, often having to beg for funds. But, slowly her
efforts with the poorest were noted and appreciated by the local community and Indian politicians.
In 1952, she opened her first home for the dying, which allowed people to die with dignity. Mother Teresa often
spent time with those who were dying. Some have criticised the lack of proper medical attention, and refusal to

give painkillers. But, others say that it afforded many neglected people the opportunity to die knowing someone
cared.
Over time the work grew. Missions were started overseas, and by 2013, there are 700 missions operating in over
130 countries. The scope of their work also expanded to include orphanages, and hospices for those with
terminal illness.
“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.”
—- Mother Teresa
Mother Teresa never sought to convert those of an another faith. Those in her dying homes were given the
religious rites appropriate to their faith. However, she had a very firm Catholic faith and took a strict line on
abortion, the death penalty and divorce – even if her position was unpopular. Her whole life was influenced by
her faith and religion, even though at times she confessed she didn’t feel the presence of God.
The Missionaries of Charity now has branches throughout the world including branches in the developed world
where they work with the homeless and people affected with AIDS. In 1965, the Society became an
International Religious Family by a decree of Pope Paul VI.
In the 1960s, the life of Mother Teresa was first brought to a wider public attention by Malcolm Muggeridge
who wrote a book and produced a documentary called “Something Beautiful for God”.

In 1979, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize “for work undertaken in the
struggle to overcome poverty and distress, which also constitutes a threat to peace.” She didn’t attend the
ceremonial banquet, but asked that the $192,000 fund be given to the poor.
In later years, she was more active in western developed countries. She commented that though the west was
materially prosperous, there was often a spiritual poverty.
“The hunger for love is much more difficult to remove than the hunger for bread.”
-— Mother Teresa
When she was asked how to promote world peace, she replied.
“Go home and love your family”
Over the last two decades of her life, Mother Teresa suffered various health problems but nothing could
dissuade her from fulfilling her mission of serving the poor and needy. Until her very last illness she was active
in travelling around the world to the different branches of “The Missionaries of Charity” During her last few
years, she met Princess Diana in the Bronx, New York. The two died within a week of each other.

Following Mother Teresa’s death the Vatican began the process of beatification, which is the second step on the
way to canonisation and sainthood. Mother Teresa was formally beatified in October 2003 by Pope John Paul II
and is now known as Blessed Teresa of Calcutta.
Mother Teresa was a living saint who offered a great example and inspiration to the world.
Awards Mother Teresa
The first Pope John XXIII Peace Prize. (1971)
Kennedy Prize (1971)
The Nehru Prize –“for promotion of international peace and understanding”(1972)
Albert Schweitzer International Prize (1975),
The Nobel Peace Prize (1979)
States Presidential Medal of Freedom (1985)
Congressional Gold Medal (1994)
Honorary citizenship of the United States (November 16, 1996),

John F Kennedy Biography

John F Kennedy was America’s second youngest elected president. He
oversaw one of the most crucial moments in the Cold War (Cuban Missile Crisis) and sought to affirm
America’s beliefs in basic human rights by calling for civil rights legislation and an attack on poverty and
degradation. Assassinated in November 22, 1963, his tragic death shocked America and the world.
Born in May 1917, John F. Kennedy came from an illustrious political family; his father Joseph Kennedy was a
leading member of the Democrat party and Joseph encouraged John F. Kennedy in his political ambitions after
the war.
John graduated from Harvard after completing a thesis on “Appeasement in Munich” His thesis was later
converted into a successful book – Why England Slept.
Before America joined the war, John joined the navy and saw action throughout the Pacific theatre. In August
1943, his boat was rammed by a Japanese destroyer ‘Amagiri’. John F Kennedy was later decorated for his
outstanding bravery in rescuing a fellow crewman; he was also awarded the Purple heart for later action. Later
he was modest about his actions, saying he felt a bit embarrassed as it resulted from a botched military action.

In 1946, he won a seat in Boston for the US House of Representatives, and in 1952 got himself elected for the
US Senate, defeating the incumbent Republican.
In 1953, he married Jacqueline Lee Bouvier. In 1957 he was awarded the Pulitzer prize for biography for his
book ‘Profiles in Courage‘ a book about US Senators who stood up for their personal beliefs.
In 1956, he was nearly chosen to be the Vice Presidential candidate for Adlai Stevenson. The national exposure
raised his profile, and in 1960 he was chosen to be the Democratic nomination for the Presidency.
In 1960, in a very tight election, John F. Kennedy narrowly defeated the much fancied Republican, Richard
Nixon. It was a memorable election with many millions glued to the tv in the pre-election hustings. John F
Kennedy came across very well on TV and looked more relaxed and professional on camera.
It was the first time a Roman Catholic had been elected president and it was a big issue in America where many
Protestants distrusted the prospect of America being influenced by the Vatican. He had to assure voters he was
not a Catholic candidate for presidency, but someone standing for President who happened to be a Catholic.
During his inauguration, JFK, gave a very memorable speech, where he famously encouraged citizens to help
the nation become strong again.
“Ask not what your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your country.”
He also called for greater internationalism.
“We will make clear that America’s enduring concern is for both peace and freedom; that we are anxious to live
in harmony with the Russian people; that we seek no conquests, no satellites, no riches; that we seek only the
day when ‘nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.’ “
In 1961, Kennedy ordered the Bay of Pigs invasion of Cuba. It was mostly led by Cuban exiles with minimal
US support. However, the invasion was a failure leading to embarrassing negotiations with Fidel Castro’s Cuba.
In 1962, the world came extraordinarily close to nuclear war during the Cuban Missile Crisis. The Soviet Union
moved missiles to Cuba. Many in the American military were keen on an air strike on the missile bases. But,
Kennedy chose a more cautious diplomatic approach. He found a way to offer Khrushchev a way out without
losing face, whilst making sure the missiles were removed from Cuba.
During his brief presidency, John F Kennedy oversaw an escalation of US involvement in Vietnam, which
included sending 16,000 military advisers to the country. Later, Kennedy’s secretary of defence Robert
McNamara said Kennedy was considering pulling out of Vietnam in 1963 and believes that if Kennedy had
survived, American involvement would have ended. Tapes showed that Lyndon Johnson later criticised
Kennedy’s opinion that America should withdraw.
Ich Bin Ein Berliner

In June 1963, Kennedy made a memorable speech in West Berlin. He criticised the Soviets for their divisive
wall. He stated:
“Freedom has many difficulties and democracy is not perfect, but we have never had to put a wall up to keep
our people in.”

John F Kennedy was assassinated in November 1963. Lee Harvey Oswald was arrested and put on trial for his
murder. However, before he could reach trial, Lee Harvey Oswald was himself murdered by Jack Ruby. Lee
Harvey Oswald always pleaded innocence and many believe the assassination was a conspiracy.

Biography Nelson Mandela
Nelson Mandela (1918 – 2013) was a South African political activist who spent over 20 years in prison for his
opposition to the apartheid regime. He was released in 1990 and, in 1994, was later elected the first leader of a
democratic South Africa. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize (jointly with F.W. de Klerk) in 1993 for his
work in helping to end racial segregation in South Africa. He is considered the father of a democratic South
Africa and widely admired for his ability to bring together a nation, previously divided by apartheid. Nelson
Mandela is one of the most admired political leaders of the Twentieth and Twenty First Century for his vision to
forgive and forge a new ‘rainbow’ nation.
“I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does
not feel afraid, but he who conquers that fear. “
– Nelson Mandela
Short Bio of Nelson Mandela

Nelson Mandela was born in Transkei, South Africa on July 18, 1918. He was the son of a local tribal leader of
the Tembu tribe. As a youngster Nelson, took part in the activities and initiation ceremonies of his local tribe.
However, unlike his father Nelson Mandela gained a full education, studying at the University College of Fort
Hare and also the University of Witwatersrand. Nelson was a good student and qualified with a law degree in
1942.
During his time at University, Nelson Mandela became increasingly aware of the racial inequality and injustice
faced by non-white people. In 1943, he decided to join the ANC and actively take part in the struggle against
apartheid.
As one of the few qualified lawyers, Nelson Mandela was in great demand; also his commitment to the cause
saw him promoted through the ranks of the ANC. In 1956, Nelson Mandela, along with several other members
of the ANC were arrested and charged with treason. After a lengthy and protracted court case the defendants
were finally acquitted in 1961. However, with the ANC now banned, Nelson Mandela suggested an active
armed resistance to the apartheid regime. This led to the formation of Umkhonto we Sizwe, which would act as
a guerilla resistance movement. Receiving training in other African countries, the Umkhonto we Sizwe took
part in active sabotage.
In 1963, Mandela was again arrested and put on trial for treason. This time the State succeeded in convicting
Mandela of plotting to overthrow the government. However, the case received considerable international
attention and the apartheid regime of South Africa became under the glare of the international community. At
the end of his trial, Nelson Mandela made a long speech, in which he was able to affirm his commitment to the
ideals of democracy.
We believe that South Africa belongs to all the people who live in it, and not to one group, be it black or white.
We did not want an interracial war, and tried to avoid it to the last minute.
– Nelson Mandela, Supreme court of South Africa, Pretoria, April 20 1964

Closing remark at the 1964 trial
During my lifetime I have dedicated myself to this struggle of the African people. I have fought against white
domination, and I have fought against black domination. I have cherished the ideal of a democratic and free
society in which all persons live together in harmony and with equal opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to
live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is an ideal for which I am prepared to die.
– Nelson Mandela, Supreme court of South Africa, Pretoria, April 20 1964. (See: full speech)
Time in Prison

Mandela’s death sentence was commuted to life imprisonment and from 1964 –1981 he was incarcerated at
Robben Island Prison, off Cape Town. In prison the conditions were sparse; however, Mandela was with many
other political prisoners and there was a strong bond of friendship which helped to make more bearable the
difficult prison conditions. Also, in prison Nelson Mandela was highly disciplined; he would try and study and
take part in exercise every day. He later said these year of prison were a period of great learning, even if painful.
Mandela also created friendships with some of the guards. Mandela would later say that he felt he was fighting
the apartheid system and not individual white people. It was in prison, that Mandela became aware of the
passion that Afrikaners had for rugby, and he developed an interest himself.
During his time in prison, Mandela became increasingly well known throughout the world. Mandela became the
best known black leader and opposition to the apartheid regime. Largely unbeknown to Mandela, his continued
imprisonment led to world wide pressure for his release. Many countries implemented sanctions on apartheid
South Africa. Due to international pressure, from the mid 1980s, the apartheid regime increasingly began to
negotiate with the ANC and Nelson Mandela in particular. On many occasions, Mandela was offered a
conditional freedom. However, he always refused to put the political ideals of the ANC above his own freedom.
Freedom and a new Rainbow Nation

Eventually Nelson Mandela was released on February 11, 1990. The day was a huge event for South Africa and
the world. His release symbolic of the impending end of apartheid. Following his release there followed
protracted negotiations, (often interspersed with tribal violence). However, in April 1994, South Africa had its
first full and fair elections. The ANC, with 65% of the vote, were elected and Nelson Mandela became the first
President of the new South Africa.
“The time for the healing of the wounds has come. The moment to bridge the chasms that divide us has come.
The time to build is upon us.”
– Nelson Mandela
As President, he sought to heal the rifts of the past. Despite being mistreated he was magnanimous in his
dealing with his former oppressors. His forgiving and tolerant attitude gained the respect of the whole South
African nation and considerably eased the transition to a full democracy.
“If there are dreams about a beautiful South Africa, there are also roads that lead to their goal. Two of these
roads could be named Goodness and Forgiveness. “
– Nelson Mandela
In 1995, the Rugby World Cup was held in South Africa. Nelson Mandela was instrumental in encouraging
black South Africans to support the ‘Springboks’ – The Springboks were previously reviled for being a symbol

of white supremacy. Mandela, surprised many by meeting the Springbok captain, Francois Pienaar, before the
world cup to wish the team well. After an epic final, in which South Africa beat New Zealand, Mandela,
wearing a Springbok jersey, presented the trophy to the winning South Africa team,. De Klerk later stated
Mandela successfully won the hearts of million white rugby fans.
Nelson Mandela also oversaw the formation of the Truth and Reconciliation Committee in which former crimes
of apartheid were investigated, but stressing individual forgiveness and helping the nation to look forward. The
Committee was chaired by Desmond Tutu and Mandela later praised its work.
Nelson Mandela retired from the Presidency in 1999, to be succeeded by Thabo Mbeki. In his later years, ill
health curtailed his public life. However, he did speak out on certain issues. He was very critical of the Bush led
invasion of Iraq during 2003. Speaking in a Newsweek interview in 2002, he expressed concern at American
actions, he said:
I really wanted to retire and rest and spend more time with my children, my grandchildren and of course with
my wife. But the problems are such that for anybody with a conscience who can use whatever influence he may
have to try to bring about peace, it’s difficult to say no. (10 September 2002)
He has also campaigned to highlight the issue of HIV / AIDS in South Africa.
Mandela was married three times, fathered six children, had 17 grandchildren. His first wife was Evelyn Ntoko
Mase. His second wife was Winnie Madikizela-Mandela, they split after an acrimonious dispute. Winnie was
alleged to have an involvement in human rights abuses. Mandela married for a third time on his 80th birthday to
Graça Machel.
Nelson Mandela was often referred to as Madiba – his Xhosa clan name.
Nelson Mandela died on 5 December, 2013 after a long illness with his family at his side. He was 95.
At his memorial, Barack Obama, the President of the US said:
“We will not likely see the likes of Nelson Mandela ever again, so it falls to us, as best we can, to carry forward
the example that he set. He no longer belongs to us; he belongs to the ages.”

Winston Churchill short biography

Sir Winston Leonard Spencer-Churchill, KG, OM, CH, TD, FRS, PC (30 November
1874 – 24 January 1965) was a British politician and author, best known as Prime Minister of the United
Kingdom during the Second World War.
Churchill was famous for his stubborn resistance to Hitler during the darkest hours of the Second World War.
Short Bio Winston Churchill
Winston was born at Blenheim Palace, Woodstock near Oxford to an aristocratic family – the Dukes of
Marlborough. He was brought up by servants and friends of the family. He rarely spoke to his father and his
mother rarely saw him when at boarding school. Churchill went to Harrow school. He wasn’t the best student,
having a rebellious nature and slow to learn; but Churchill excelled at sports and joined the officer cadet corps,
which he enjoyed.
On leaving school, he went to Sandhurst to train as an officer. After gaining his commission, Churchill sought
to gain as much active military experience as possible. He used his mothers connections to get postings to areas
of conflict. The young Churchill gained postings to Cuba, and North West India. He also combined his military
duties with working as a war correspondent – earning substantial money for his reports on the fighting.
In 1899, he resigned from the military and pursued his career as a war correspondent. He was in South Africa
for the Boer War, and he became a minor celebrity for his role in taking part in a scouting patrol, getting
captured and later escaping. He might have gained the Victoria Cross for his efforts, though officially he was a
civilian at the time. After this experience, he gained a temporary commission in the South Africa Light Horses
and later commented he had a ‘good war’ whilst continuing his work as a war correspondent.
MP
Churchill returned to the UK in 1900 and successfully stood as a Conservative candidate for Oldham. After
becoming an MP, Churchill began a lucrative speaking tour, where he could command a high price for his
speeches.
In 1904, he made a dramatic shift, leaving the Conservative Party and joining the Liberal Party. He was later
often called a ‘class traitor’ by some Conservative colleagues. Churchill disagreed with an increasing amount of
Conservative policies, including tariff protection. Churchill also had more empathy for improving the lot of the
working class and helping the poor.
In the Liberal Party, Churchill made a meteoric political rise. By 1908 he was made President of the Board of
Trade and he was a key supporter of Lloyd George’s radical People’s Budget – a budget which saw the growth

of an embryonic Welfare State and introduction of income tax to pay for it. The budget made a significant
improvement to the life of the poor and helped to address the inequality of British society.
What is the use of living, if it be not to strive for noble causes and to make this muddled world a better place for
those who will live in it after we are gone?
– W. Churchill Speech at Kinnaird Hall, Dundee, Scotland (“Unemployment”), October 10, 1908,
However, although Churchill was a liberal, he was also staunchly anti-Socialist and suspicious of trade unions.
In 1911, he was made First Lord of the Admiralty – a post he held into the First World War.
On the outbreak of hostilities in Europe, Churchill was one of the most strident members of the cabinet arguing
for British involvement in the war. In August 1914, the Liberal cabinet were split with some members against
going to war on the continent. However, Churchill’s view prevailed and he admitted being enthused about the
prospects of being involved in the ‘Great War’. He went to Belgium where he urged the Royal Marines to
commit to action around Antwerp. This decision was criticised for wasting resources. Others said it helped
saved the channel ports from the advancing German army.
Churchill also used naval funds to help develop the tank – something he felt would be useful in the war.
However, despite tremendous eagerness for war, his flagship policy for the war was deemed a failure. Churchill
planned the 1915 Dardanelles Campaign – a daring bid to knock Turkey out of the war. But, unfortunately, it
proved a military failure with thousands of Allied casualties and no military gain. Although the fault of the
failure was shared amongst others, Churchill resigned from his post and sought to gain a position in the army on
the Western Front.
After seeing relatively little action on the Western Front he returned to London, and sat on the opposition
benches before joining Lloyd George’s coalition government. In 1917, Churchill was made Minister of
Munitions – a job requiring strong administrative skills to manage limited resources during war. Churchill was
considered an efficient and skilled minister.
At the end of the First World War, Churchill was active in trying to support the white army – resistance to the
Communist forces which had gained control over the Soviet Union.
In 1924 Churchill was appointed as Chancellor of the Exchequer by Conservative PM Stanley Baldwin. Under
advice from many economists, Churchill made the decision to return Britain to the Gold Standard at a pre-war
level. But, this proved to be damaging to the economy and led to a period of deflation, high unemployment and
low growth. Churchill later admitted this was his greatest domestic mistake.
The low growth and declining living standards contributed to the General Strike of 1926 – Churchill eagerly
sought to break the strikers and defeat the trades unions. During this period he expressed admiration for
Mussolini for being a strong leader.
In the 1930s, his political eccentricities consigned him to the backbenches, where he was a vocal critic of
appeasement and urged the government to re-arm. Churchill was often a lone voice in speaking about the
growing danger of Hitler’s Germany. He also opposed Indian Independence and was a staunch supporter of the
Empire.

After an unsuccessful start to the Second World War, the Commons chose Churchill to lead the UK in a
national coalition. Churchill was instrumental in insisting Britain keep fighting. He opposed the minority voices
in the cabinet seeking to make any deal with Hitler.
Churchill proved an adept war leader. His speeches became famous and proved an important rallying cry for a
country which stood alone through 1940 and 1941.
“we shall defend our Island, whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the
landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never
surrender”
Speech in the House of Commons (4 June 1940)
“Let us therefore brace ourselves to our duties, and so bear ourselves that, if the British Empire and its
Commonwealth last for a thousand years, men will still say, ‘This was their finest hour.”
Speech in the House of Commons, June 18, 1940
After the US entry into the war, the immediate crisis was over and Churchill spent more time managing the
uneasy Allied coalition of Soviet Union, US and the UK. Churchill was involved in many aspects of the war,
taking an interest in all areas. He also participated in conferences with Stalin and Roosevelt which helped shape
the war and post-war settlement. It was Churchill who helped popularise the phrase ‘Iron Curtain’ after he saw
the growing gulf between the Communist East and Western Europe.
“A shadow has fallen upon the scenes so lately lighted by the Allied victory…. From Stettin in the Baltic to
Trieste in the Adriatic an iron curtain has descended across the Continent.”
Speech at Fulton, Missouri on March 5, 1946
After winning the Second World War, Churchill was shocked to lose the 1945 general election to a resurgent
Labour party. He was leader of the opposition from 1945-51.
But, under the Conservatives he returned to power in the 1950 election – accepting much of the post war
consensus and the end of the British Empire. Churchill served as PM from 1951-55 before retiring from politics.
Churchill was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1953 “for his mastery of historical and biographical
description as well as for brilliant oratory in defending exalted human values” Churchill was also an
accomplished artist
Churchill died in his home at age 90, on the morning of Sunday 24 January 1965. His funeral was the largest
state funeral in the world, up to that point in time.

Biography of Bill Gates
William Henry Gates was born on October 28, 1955 in Seattle, Washington. As the principal founder of
Microsoft, Bill Gates is one of the most influential and richest people on the planet. Recent estimates of his
wealth put it at $56 billion, this is the equivalent of the combined GDP of several African economies. In recent
years he has retired from working full time at Microsoft, and has instead has concentrated on working with his
charitable foundation “The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation”

End of Preview.
Rest of the book can be read @
http://kinige.com/book/100+Famous+Heros
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