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ADDRESSES OF CONGRATULATIONS FROM MADRAS AND CALCUTTA
swami’s reply to the addresses.
THE following is the full text of the reply of Swami vivekananda to the Addresses of
congratulation
' voted by the public of Madras and Calcutta in meetings specially convened in appreciation of his
services in America on behalf of the Hindu Religion.

Friends, Fellow-countrymen and Co-religionists of Madras,—It is most gratifying to
me to find that my insignificant service to the cause of our religion has been acceptable
to you, not because it is a personal appreciation of me and my work in foreign and
distant land, but a sure sign that, though whirlwind after whirlwind of foreign invasion
has passed over the devoted head of India, though centuries of neglect on our part and
contempt on the part of our conquerors have visibly dimmed the glories of ancient
Aryavarta, though many a stately column on which it rested, many a beautiful arch
and many a marvelous corner have been washed away by the inundations that have
deluged the land for centuries,—that the centre is all sound, the keystone is
unimpaired ; the spiritual foundation upon which the marvelous monument of Glory
to God and charity to all beings has been reared, stands unshaken, strong as ever. It is
a generous appreciation of Him whose message to India and to the whole world, I, the
most unworthy of His servants, have had the privilege to bear; it is your innate
spiritual instinct which saw in Him and His message the first murmurs of that tidal
wave of spirituality which is destined at no distant future to break upon India in all its
irresistible power, carrying away in its omnipotent flood all that is weak and defective,
and raising the Hindu race to the platform it is destined to occupy in the providence
of God, crowned with more glory than it ever had even in the past, the reward of
centuries of silent suffering, and fulfilling its mission amongst the races of the
world,—the evolution of spiritual humanity. The people of Northern India are
especially grateful to you of the South as the great source to which most of the
impulses that are working in India to-day can be traced. The great Bhashyakaras,
epoch-making Acharyas, Sankara, Ramanuja, and Madhva were born in Southern
India : great Sankara to whom every Advaitavadin in the world owes allegiance ; great
Ramanuja whose heavenly touch converted the down-trodden Pariahs into Alwars ;
great Madhva whose leadership was recognised even by the followers of the only
Northern prophet whose power has been felt all over the length and breadth of India—
Sri Krishna Chaitanya. Even at the present day it is the South that carries the palm in
the glories of Benares,— your renunciation controls the sacred shrines on the farthest
peaks of the Himalayas, and what wonder that with the blood of prophets running in
your veins, with your lives blessed by such Acharyas, you are the first and foremost
to appreciate and hold on to the message of Bhagavan Sri Rama Krishna.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA’S SPEECH AT
WORLD PARLIAMENT OF RELIGION, CHICAGO

RESPONSE TO WELCOME
Sisters and Brothers of America,
It fills my heart with joy unspeakable to rise in response to the warm and cordial welcome
which you have given us. I thank you in the name of the most ancient order of monks in the
world; I thank you in the name of the mother of religions; and I thank you in the name of
millions and millions of Hindu people of all classes and sects. My thanks, also, to some of the
speakers on this platform who, referring to the delegates from the Orient, have told you that
these men from far-off nations may well claim the honour of bearing to different lands the
idea of toleration. I am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world both
tolerance and universal acceptance. We believe not only in universal toleration, but we accept
all religions as true. I am proud to belong to a nation which has sheltered the persecuted and
the refugees of all religions and all nations of the earth. I am proud to tell you that we have
gathered in our bosom the purest remnant of the Israelites, who came to Southern India and
took refuge with us in the very year in which their holy temple was shattered to pieces by
Roman tyranny. I am proud to belong to the religion which has sheltered and is
still fostering remnant Zoroastrian nation. I will quote to you, brethren, a few lines from a
hymn which I remember to have repeated from my earliest boyhood, which is every day
repeated by millions of human beings: "As the different streams having their sources in
different places all mingle their water in the sea, so, O Lord, the different paths which
men take through different tendencies, various though they appear, crooked or straight, all
lead to Thee."
The present convention, which is one of the most august assemblies ever held, is in itself
a vindication, a declaration to the world of the wonderful doctrine preached in the Gita:
"Whosoever comes to Me, through whatsoever form, I reach him; all men are struggling
through paths which in the end lead to me." Sectarianism, bigotry, and its horrible
descendant, fanaticism, have long possessed this beautiful earth. They have filled the earth
with violence, drenched it often and often with human blood, destroyed civilisation and sent
whole nations to despair. Had it not been for these horrible demons, human society would be
far more advanced than it is now. But their time is come; and I fervently hope that the bell
that tolled this morning in honour of this convention may be the death-knell of all fanaticism,
of all persecutions with the sword or with the pen, and of all uncharitable feelings between
persons wending their way to the same goal.

Why We Disagree
15 Sep 1893
I will tell you a little story. You have heard the eloquent speaker who has just finished
say, "Let us cease from abusing each other," and he was very sorry that there should be
always so much variance.
But I think I should tell you a story which would illustrate the cause of this variance. A

Buddhism, the fulfillment of Hinduism
26th September, 1893
I am not a Buddhist, as you have heard, and yet I am. If China, or Japan, or Ceylon follow
the teachings of the Great Master, India worships him as God incarnate on earth. You have
just now heard that I am going to criticise Buddhism, but by that I wish you to understand
only this. Far be it from me to criticise him whom I worship as God incarnate on earth. But
our views about Buddha are that he was not understood properly by his disciples. The relation
between Hinduism (by Hinduism, I mean the religion of the Vedas) and what is called
Buddhism at the present day is nearly the same as between Judaism and Christianity. Jesus
Christ was a Jew, and Shakya Muni was a Hindu. The Jews rejected Jesus Christ, nay,
crucified him, and the Hindus have accepted Shakya Muni as God and worship him. But
the real difference that we Hindus want to show between modern Buddhism and what we
should understand as the teachings of Lord Buddha lies principally in this: Shakya Muni
came to preach nothing new. He also, like Jesus, came to fulfil and not to destroy. Only, in
the case of Jesus, it was the old people, the Jews, who did not understand him, while in the
case of Buddha, it was his own followers who did not realise the import of this teachings. As
the Jew did not understand the fulfilment of the Old Testament, so the Buddhist did not
understand the fulfilment of the truths of the Hindu religion. Again, I repeat, Shakya Muni
came not to destroy, but he was the fulfilment, the logical conclusion, the logical
development of the religion of the Hindus.
The religion of the Hindus is divided into two parts: the ceremonial and the spiritual. The
spiritual portion is specially studied by the monks. In that there is no caste. A man from the
highest caste and a man from the lowest may become a monk in India, and the two castes
become equal. In religion there is no caste; caste is simply a social institution. Shakya
Muni himself was a monk, and it was his glory that he had the large-heartedness to bring out
the truths from the hidden Vedas and throw them broadcast all over the world. He was the
first being in the world who brought missionarising into practice--nay, he was the first to
conceive the idea of proselytising.
The great glory of the Master lay in his wonderful sympathy for everybody, especially for
the ignorant and the poor. Some of his disciples were Brahmins. When Buddha was teaching,
Sanskrit was no more the spoken language in India. It was then only in the books of the
learned. Some of Buddha's Brahmin disciples wanted to translate his teachings into
Sanskrit, but he distinctly told them, "I am for the poor, for the people; let me speak in the
tongue of the people." And so to this day the great bulk of his teachings are in the vernacular
of that day in India. Whatever may be the position of philosophy, whatever may be the
position of metaphysics, so long as there is such a thing as death in the world, so long as
there is such a thing as weakness in the human heart, so long as there is a cry going out of
the heart of man in his very weakness, there shall be a faith in God.
On the philosophic side the disciples of the Great Master dashed themselves against the
eternal rocks of the Vedas and could not crush them, and on the other side they took away
from the nation that eternal God to which every one, man or woman, clings so fondly. And
the result was that Buddhism had to die a natural death in India. At the present day there is
not one who calls oneself a Buddhist in India, the land of its birth.
But at the same time, Brahminism lost something--that reforming zeal, that wonderful
sympathy and charity for everybody, that wonderful leaven which Buddhism had brought to
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